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Zero Waste ïHysteria in the internet
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Internet: > 10 Mio Google hits for "zero waste" 
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Zero Waste ïpolitical advertising
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India
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Croatia
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Berlin



Zero Waste ïwhat does it mean?
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One glas fits them all: 

The ultimate desire to reduce residual waste to the size of a pickle jar

https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2018/05/zero-waste-families-plastic-culture/
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Approach of Simon Fraser University Canada

?
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The definition!

http://zwia.org/standards/zw-definition/

-Zero Waste is a goal that is ethical, economical, efficient and visionary, 

to guide people in changing their lifestyles and practices to emulate sustainable natural 

cycles, where all discarded materials are designed to become resources for others to use.

-Zero Waste means designing and managing products and processes to systematically 

avoid and eliminate the volume and toxicity of waste and materials, conserve and recover 

all resources, and not burn or bury them.
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Indispensable Requirement:

Postulated approaches :

ÅNo incineration and landfill!

ÅOption 1: Total avoidance of residual waste

ÁNo residual waste accrues in the households

ÁAll the waste can be completely recycled

ÅOption 2: New approaches to utilize the residual waste

ÁMechanical-Biological Treatment MBT

ÁAlternative Thermal Treatment ATT



Reality check

Option 1
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Indispensable Requirement:

Postulated approaches :

ÅNo more Incineration and landfill!

ÅOption 1: Total avoidance of residual waste

ÁNo residual waste accrues in the households

ÁAll the waste can be completely recycled

ÅOption 2: New approaches to utilize the residual waste

ÁMechanical-Biological Treatment MBT

ÁAlternative Thermal Treatment ATT



Zero waste approaches

Residual waste from households
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A lot of Rósto consideré
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http://zerowaste.world |  https://www.addisoncountyrecycles.org/articles/zero-waste/  |  https://www.pinterest.com/pin/403212972882423484/   
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Zero Waste ïApproaches for daily live
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Recommendations 

1. Buy without packaging if possible
2. Take your own packaging with you
3. Go shopping only once a week if possible, you will save travel costs, 

money and time and will be less tempted to shop
4. Buy consciously and only what you really need
5. Inspect your garbage again and again so that you know where there is still 

savings potential
6. Use reusable or washable products
7. Separate your garbage and recycle it
8. Do it yourself: Check what you can easily produce yourself
9. Invest in stock keeping
10. Compost 
11. If you cannot reduce something currently, focus on something else at the 

moment and return to it later.
12. Buy things in large packaging
13. Learn new skills such as repairing
14. Get to know your eating habits and the quantities
15. Create a food and a shopping list and buy accordingly
16. Spare convenience foods, but cook as freshly as possible
17. If you eat away from home, avoid garbage such as packaging beforehand
18. Many things can be bought second hand, e.g. toys
19. Exchange (visit clothes exchange events or book exchange shelves)
20. Rent (books, sports equipment or tools etc.)

Quelle: www.zerowastefamilie.de
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Buy unwrapped

Quelle: https://marinedebris.noaa.gov/sites/default/files/styles/taxonomy-images/public/taxonomy-images/learn-1.JPG?itok=aVeVBvIA
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Buy unwrapped

Quelle: http://wastelandrebel.com/de
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Buy unwrapped

Quelle: http://wastelandrebel.com/de
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Do it yourself

Detergents from chestnuts

Quelle: http://wastelandrebel.com/de
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ÅExamples

Utilize!

Shoe polish with banana peel Bokashi

Kitchen composting

Shampoo from avocado seeds

ÅHair bands from old tights for children

ÅShopping bag from old undershirt

ÅDishwasher rinse aid

Åé
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Substitute ïToys

Quelle: http://wastelandrebel.com/de
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Quelle: https://zerowasteladen.de/Furoshiki-Tuch-Sterne

Substitute ïBody Hygiene
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Result: Remaining residual waste

2 Persons

8 Months

Quelle: http://wastelandrebel.com/de



And the reality?

Residual waste from households
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Zero household waste ïthe realityé
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Zero household waste ïthe realityé

Example Germany: Development of municipal solid waste
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Reality check

Option 1
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Indispensable Requirement:

Postulated approaches :

ÅNo more incineration and landfill!

ÅOption 1: Total avoidance of residual waste

ÁNo residual waste accrues in the households

ÁAll the waste can be completely recycled

ÅOption 2: New approaches to utilize the residual waste

ÁMechanical-Biological Treatment MBT

ÁAlternative Thermal Treatment ATT



Plastics
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Plastics
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About 1/3 rd material recycling

Kleppmann Fachtagung VDI-ITAD 2014 
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Plastics
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Plastics recycling in China

Quelle: http://www.presseportal.de/pm/7840/2561568



End-of-life vehicles

Quelle: www.welt.de
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End-of-life vehicles
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ÅGermany: Fate of 1,2 to 1,4 Mio. 

vehicles unknown!

Export 

Quelle: https://diepresse.com | http://blog.icbdubai.com
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End-of-life vehicles

Shredder light fraction

> 22,4 mm > 4 mm > 2 mm > 1 mm < 1 mm
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Wastepaper

Quelle: www.hamburg.de
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www.reichelt.de | http://www.ahe.de/privat/muellrichtigentsorgen | www.nemetz-ag.at 

Wastepaper
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Recyling


