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We need more ambition to divert waste from landfilling
Representatives of European Organisations dealing with sustainable resource management welcome
the European Commission’s ambition on A New Circular Economy Action Plan, published on 11th March
2020.
It includes many proposals which will contribute towards Europe becoming a cleaner and more
sustainable circular economy as well as climate neutral.
However, the cornerstone of a circular economy is missing: the measures required to prevent the
leaking of waste streams suitable for recycling or recovery to large scale landfills.
The signatories are disappointed that the action plan does not include further efforts on the diversion
of waste from landfills. Even with progress on recycling rates, approximately 175 million tonnes of
waste are still being landfilled in Europe annually (and this does not include the enormous amount of
mineral wastes also going to landfill). This leads to more than 140 million tonnes of CO 2eq emissions.
While the targets for municipal waste landfilling were set back in 2018, municipal waste is just a small
part of the total waste volume. Diverting also other waste streams (industrial and commercial waste)
from landfills would not only bring environmental benefits, including soil and water protection, but is
also the easy win for greenhouse gas mitigation in the waste sector.
The signatories ask the European Commission and policymakers to use the most effective measures
to minimise large scale landfilling as soon as possible by ensuring the implementation of the existing
targets on municipal waste. They also call for an integrated approach on industrial and commercial
waste, with measures aiming at stimulating recycling, other recovery1, and reducing landfilling of such
waste flows, by setting a cap in the EU Landfill Directive also for (recyclable or recoverable) commercial
& industrial waste, as done for municipal waste in 2018. This would create a level playing field in EU
Member States. The cap would have to take into consideration the need for disposal in a more circular
waste management chain, after recycling and recovery.

1

See the statement of the recycling industry on the lack of capacity for ultimate residual waste, in particular of
residual waste with high calorific value: https://www.euric-aisbl.eu/position-papers/item/300-statement-onissues-stemming-from-the-lack-of-capacity-for-ultimate-residual-waste

For more information:

CEWEP, the Confederation of European Waste-to-Energy Plants, is
the umbrella association of the owners and operators of Waste-toEnergy Plants across Europe.
www.cewep.eu

ESWET, European Suppliers of Waste-to-Energy Technology, is the
European association representing manufacturers in the field of
Waste-to-Energy technology.
www.eswet.eu

Euroheat & Power is the international network for district energy,
promoting sustainable heating and cooling in Europe and beyond.
www.euroheat.org

FEAD, the European Federation for Waste Management and
Environmental Services, represents the private waste and
resource management industry across Europe.
www.fead.eu

Municipal Waste Europe is the European umbrella association
representing public waste associations and similar national or
regional associations.
www.municipalwasteeurope.eu

