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CEWEP: Investment in additional Waste-to-Energy (WtE) capacity only if needed  

 

The need for WtE depends on the amount of unavoidable unrecyclable waste that society produces. 

 

“CEWEP firmly believes that investment in new or expanded WtE capacity should only take place in well 

justified cases, in full respect of the waste hierarchy. Our members are very carefully assessing the market 

before making any investment decisions”, says CEWEP’s President Paul De Bruycker.  

 

In the last years, when discussing WtE for residual waste treatment, the notion of “lock-in” effect has often 

come up, suggesting that once a WtE plant is built, the surrounding regions will be inclined to recycle less 

and instead bring more waste to the WtE plant. In response to that CEWEP reiterates its support for 

responsible capacity planning that makes sure that no so-called “lock-in effect” is created by WtE. 

 

There is currently no overcapacity of WtE on the European level. Nevertheless, on the local level there is 

sometimes more WtE capacity available than domestically needed. This is due to historical decisions based 

on forecasts for increased waste generation and the fact that WtE is an important tool for landfill diversion 

and sustainable local energy production, roles that remain important today.  

 

The EU waste law that clearly sets ambitious targets for source separation and recycling has become a 

game-changer for waste treatment capacity planning. While it was difficult to have a good overview in the 

past, better forecasts can now be made for the capacities needed to treat the residual waste1.  

 

Today, public and private investors (who are also often owners of recycling and other waste treatment 

facilities) have the right tools to make safe and sustainable investments, as the EU legislation provides them 

with solid information and predictability of what is and will be available as feedstock for their investment.  

 

The efforts for waste prevention, source separation and recycling as well as landfill diversion as set in the 

EU waste targets must be considered appropriately in the national/regional waste management plans, which 

are the basis for permits for WtE. 

 

However, it is important to note that within the circular economy WtE capacity needs can only be judged by 

taking the whole feedstock into account. This is residual municipal waste as well as commercial and industrial 

waste.  

 

Furthermore, growing emphasis on quality recycling means more rejects from recycling and sorting facilities. 

All these unrecyclable waste streams need secure, reliable and affordable treatment to avoid pollution 

spreading - a sanitary task that WtE fulfills. The only alternative for these waste streams would be landfilling, 

the last resort.  

Full statement available here. 

For further information, please contact CEWEP (info@cewep.eu), tel. +32 2 770 63 11  

CEWEP (Confederation of European Waste-to-Energy Plants) is the umbrella association of the operators of 
Waste-to-Energy plants across Europe. CEWEP’s members are committed to ensuring high environmental 
standards, achieving low emissions and maintaining state of the art energy production from remaining waste that 
cannot be recycled in a sustainable way.  

 
1 See peer-reviewed interactive calculation tool, https://www.cewep.eu/circular-economy-calculator/  

https://www.cewep.eu/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/CEWEP-statement-WtE-capacities.pdf
https://www.cewep.eu/circular-economy-calculator/


 

 

 

 

The WtE sector, represented within CEWEP, is committed to: 

    

1. contributing to climate mitigation and the Circular Economy by offsetting the GHG emissions through 

landfill diversion and focussing on an efficient use of the recovered energy combined with the highest 

possible recycling rate of the metals and minerals present in the residues;  

2. assessing carefully new investments in order not to exceed the capacity needs for residual waste within 

the European Union (residual waste treatment needs in 2035); 

3. investigating in sector coupling such as hydrogen production, e.g. to enable clean mobility;  

4. looking into carbon capture where feasible and appropriate.  

 

 

CEWEP’s Waste-to-Energy Sustainability Roadmap Towards 2035 gives a more detailed overview of WtE’s 

place in the Circular Economy. 

https://www.cewep.eu/cewep-capacity-calculations/
https://www.cewep.eu/wte-roadmap/

